News from our President

From Teresa A. Hintzke

PPSEAWA'’s Fall National
Board meeting was held Novem-
ber 6, 1999 in Toledo, Ohio and
was hosted by the Toledo Chap-
ter. InconjunctionwiththeBoard
meeting, the Chapter organized a
oneday workshop, “ Children: Our
Window tothe21% Century.” The
workshop was sponsored by
UNESCO, WHO and the Nestle
Company. The workshop was a
great success and involved
PPSEAWA members, local
nurses, social workers, and other
educators. The speakersincluded
doctors, nurses, social workers
and|eadersfromanumber of Fam-
ily and Children organizationsin
the Toledo area. More than 80
people attended. The thanks of
the Board and myself go to the
Toledo Chapter, and in particular
totheir president, Fran DeL amater
andto Ginny Schlicher, whowere
thedriving forcesbehind thissuc-
cessful endeavor.

In December, | participated in
the New York Chapter’s annual
Christmas luncheon and fund-
raiser. It was good to touch base
with so many of their members
and experience their warm hospi-
tality. In February, the Northern
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California Chapter invited me to
their meeting in Stockton. They
areasmall group, but Kharen Pella
and Cindy Green are working on
membership expansion and
PPSEAWA awareness by making
contact with the University of the
Pacific.

In November, we received no-
tification from Libby Zinman
Schwartz that the New Jersey
chapter had been dissolved. This
chapter put forth a valiant effort
to maintain its activities despite
the dispersion of the members.

On the other coast, the plans
for starting a new chapter in Se-
attle, Washington are well under-
way, with hard work from Kathy
Adler. | am scheduled to go there
in mid March to consolidate their
effortsand helpthemto get started.
The members are anxious to be
part of PPSEAWA-USA and go
tothelnternational Conferencein
the Cook Islands.

In addition to chapter activi-
ties, two of our members, Akari
Y amadaand AnitaY amada, upon
my request, attended aconference
“Women 2000: Beijing PlusFive’
that was held in Chicago in De-
cember, 1999.

Last but not least, as you all
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Co-Chair, Toledo Chapter; and Bimala Prasad, Chicago Chapter

know, Eleanor Donnenfelt hasen-
ergetically been working to raise
money for aPPSEAWA-USA spe-
cial fund that would enable the
National chapter to pay some of
its necessary expenses. Because
of her efforts the fund has in-
creased substantially. Many
thanks to Nornie Donnenfelt for
her wonderful and much appreci-
ated job.

“The Asian
Economy”
Subject of
Speech for

U. N. Luncheon

Linda Yuen-Ching Lim is Di-
rector, Southeast Asia Business
Programs, University of Michi-
gan. Shehastaught at Swarthmore
College, the National University
of Singapore, and the University
of Michigan, where sheisAssoci-
ate Professor of International
Business. Professor Lim also
founded and served as the first
Director of the University’s Cen-
ter for International Business Edu-
cation. Professor Lim’sresearch
and expertise focus on
industrialisation, international
trade and investment, multina-
tional and local businessin South-
east Asia. She has consulted for
variousUScompanies, United Na-
tions agencies, the World Bank,
the OECD, and the American En-
terprise Institute. She has pub-
lished over 90 monographs, re-
ports, books chapters and journal
articles, including recent papers
on intra-Asian trade and invest-
ment, the Asian economic crisis,
and Overseas Chinese business.
Her current research focuses on
the competitive advantages and
strategies of Asian companies in
theaftermath of thefinancial crisis.

April 2000

The Annual

Meeting

The Annua Meeting will be held
on Friday, 19 May at the UN in New
York at 12:30. At 8:45, therewill be
aboard meeting on the 12" floor of
the Church Center across the street
fromthe UN. All PPSEAWA mem-
bers are welcome to attend and in-
vited to the luncheon after the board
meeting. Our speaker at the Annual
Meeting will be Linda Y uen-Ching
Lim, who will discuss the Asian
Economy.

Linda Y uen-Ching Lim is Direc-
tor of Southeast Asia Business Pro-
gramsat the University of Michigan.
She has taught at Swarthmore Col-
lege, the National University of
Singapore, and the University of
Michigan, where sheis currently an
Associate Professor of International
Business. Professor Limalsofounded
and served asthefirst Director of the
University’ sCenter for I nternational
BusinessEducation. ProfessorLim's
research and expertise focus on in-
dustrialization, international tradeand
investment, multinational and local
businessin Southeast Asia. She has
consulted for variousUS companies,
UN agencies, and the World Bank.
Her current research focuses on the
competitive advantages and strate-
giesof Asian companiesin the after-
math of thefinancia crisis.

Reminder, if you have not
already sent in your notice of
intent to attend, please send
$25 to:

Teresa Hintzke, President,
PPSEAWA-USA,

416 Maple Street

Winnetka, IL 60093

if youintendtogotothelnter-
national Conference in the
Cook Islands, November 12-
18, 2000.

For moreinformation about
the conference, see
WWW.ppseawa.org




Minnesota Report

Last year we supported a
woman from the Solomon | slands
studying nursing at Normandale
Community College. Shebecame
a vital student member of our
group. Diane Darr and her hus-
band had met MarthaRongo when
they served in the Peace Corpsin
the Solomons. They also knew
Martha's fiancee and had previ-
ously sponsored him to study in
Minnesota.

We joyfully received the news
that Joey and Martha were mar-
ried October 16,1999. We shared
their adventure of getting out of
their boat transport when the mo-
tor died out and walking across
theisland with wedding gueststo
bemarried. WehopetoseeMartha
again at the conferenceinthe Cook
Islands.

This year, PPSEAWA Minne-
sota has also been fortunate to
know another exchange teacher
living in the Darr home. Mayuko
Ogawa has returned to Japan and
will be missed by us all. She
shared her expertise of Japanese
cooking and observations about
women in Japanese and US cul-
tures. She told us that her father
was surprised to learn that US
women do heavy physical work,
construction or even mowing the
lawn!! We have happy memories
of our sticky hands and fun mak-
ing rice balls with her.

Our chapter is planning

Adeline Talip, Toledo Chapter and
Children’s International Issues

speaker, S. Amjad Hussain, MD,
FRCSC, FACS Toledo Surgeon,
Writer and Explorer

fundraising projects to help es-
tablish a Cultural Museum in St.
Paul, Minnesotawith United Cam-
bodian Association of Minnesota.
Few examples of Cambodian cul-
ture survived the Khymer Rouge
purge of the countryside.

An effort to locate and pur-
chase quality examples of the
lifestyle and culture which have
been lost was initiated by Drina
Siv, current president of
PPSEAWA -Minnesotaand newly
appointed Executive Director of
United Cambodian A ssociation of
Minnesota. The chapter made an
initial payment towardsan oxcart,
chief form of transportation of
rural Cambodians.

Other artifacts on the “shop-
ping list” include booksinscribed
onpalmleaves, carved statuesand
templeartifacts. Donationstothis
effort may be made to:

The Shirley Boberg Munyan Fund
c/o Jane Bates

2980 Old Hwy. 8

Roseville, MN 55113

by PPSEAWA-Minnesota for the Cambodian Cultural Museum.

Board meeting - February 26, 2000

The treasurer reported that as
of theend of January, the national
chapter has $1704. The confer-
encefund, has$2750 asaresult of
Eleanor Donnenfelt’ ssolicitations
to members. Chapters are also
still donating money to the con-
ferencefund. Thesefundswill be
used to sponsor women who are
not able to afford the conference
fee or the accommodation fees.
Shirley Munyan is also working
with Air France to obtain favor-
ableairfaresfor the women being
sponsored to come to the Cook
Islands.

The Conference fee of $200
must bepaidin USdollarsby July
15. Thehotel billsmust bepaidin
full by July 15 if members are
using the service of the Cook Is-
land conference committee. The
hotel bill will bein New Zealand
dollars and either funds can be
sent directly to Shirley Munyan
or apersonal credit card number.
If you are making your own ar-
rangements for housing, contact
the hotels directly.

Ginney Schlicher has volun-

teered to produce the US tableau
at the conference. Thethemewill
be a Thanksgiving tableau — she
asks everyone who is attending
the conference to bring a dark
skirt. For the opening ceremony,
all participants will wear white
skirtsand blousesand Shirley will
provide red, white, and blue
sashes. A recommendation was
made to carry the white outfitsin
your carryon luggage in order to
ensure you have them for the
Opening Ceremony!!

Participants are asked to bring
children’ sbooks and crayons and
school suppliesfor thechildren of
the Cook Islands. Anyonewhois
not attending the conference can
send contributions to Shirley
Munyanwhowill arrangefor them
to be sent directly.

Want to read about the Cook
Islands: Check www.ck/
books2.htm on the Internet or
here are some suggestions from
that list: Biographies: Island of
Dreams by Tony Williams, pub-
lished by penguin Books, 1994;
Fiction? LegendsfromtheAtalls,

by Kauraka Kauraka, published
by Institute of Pacific Studies; or
Sidewinder by Alistair Campbell,
Reed Books, Auckland.

Nonfiction: Ancient Polynesian
Society, Irving Goldman, Univer-
sity of Chicago Press

Travel: Cook lIsland, Elliott
Smith, Pacific Publishing Co.,
Cook Islands — A Guide, Norman
and Ngaire Douglas, Creative As-
sociations, Sydney

Pamela Loga, LA Chapter,
speaking to a joint session of
PPSEAWA & International

Women’s Association of Chicago




PPSEAWA Workshop:
“Children: Our Window to the
21 Century” held in Maumee,
Ohio on November 6, 1999.

Written by Amari Yamada,
Chicago Chapter

The purpose of this intensive
and enlightening workshop was
to examine waysin which we can
help to improve the well-being of
children from birth through 10
years and help them to survivein
the next millennium. Similar re-
gional workshops, sponsored by
PPSEAWA, UNESCO, and WHO,
were held in Hawaii, Singapore,
andVladivostock, Russia. Ginney
Schlicher wasthe chairperson for
this regional workshop; attend-
eeswere greeted by members and
guests in international costumes
symbolizing that women and
mothers are concerned about the
livesof childrenaroundtheworld.
PPSEAWA International Presi-
dent, Elizabeth-Louise Girardi,
gave the welcoming address.

The most compelling speaker
was a surgeon from Toledo, Dr.
S.Amjad Hussain who addressed
international children’ sissues. He
began with an anecdote about his
home town of Peshawar, at the
foot of the Khyber Mountains in
Pakistan. Hecontrasted rural pov-
erty with urban modernity in this
city, where ragged children run
alongthesamestreet assleek cell-
phonetoting businessmenintheir
Mercedes.

Dr. Hussaid pointed out that
although South and Southeast Asia
haveenjoyed relatively good eco-
nomic growth in the past two de-
cades, these regions have some of
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the poorest citizens in the world.
Dr.Hussain noted that several
Asian countries have spent adis-
proportionate amount of their
country’s GNP on building up
their military strength, leavingless
funds for education and human
and social services. Children’s
nutrition and literacy have not
been a priority.

Themain issue facing children
is SURVIVAL. As we come to
the end of the 20" century, the
problems of hunger and sanita-
tion remain. In Pakistan, more
than 30% of the children are un-
derweight. In China, 15-30% of
children are underweight. Mal-
nutrition affectsachild for life by
retarding devel opment of themind
and the body. Despite modern
medical advances, infant mortal-
ity rates have not changed signifi-
cantly in Asia. Over 11 million
children under the age of 8 die
every year of preventabl ediseases,
like diarrhea.

What can one person do to
change this situation?

Dr. Hussain reminded every-
onethat humanitarian effortsfrom
individuals work just as well as
macro-economic solutions at the
governmental level. He gave an
example of such a “micro-solu-
tion.” Over 5 years ago, Dr.
Hussain and other Pakistani doc-
tors in North America started an
organization that focused on im-
proving public health in a dozen
villages in Pakistan. They found
volunteersto bring vaccinesfrom
the UN for the children. Thevol-
unteersal so showed villagershow
to use hand pumpsfor clean water
and to dig ditches for better sani-
tation. They taught the women
how to makeasimplerehydration
fluid from water, baking sodaand
salt for diarrhea. This micro-so-
lution only costs about $5000 per
village, or about $1 per person per
year.

Thisproject, which wasstarted
by agroup of concerned individu-
als and staffed by volunteers, re-
sulted in better health, a drop in
infant mortality, and even in-
creased prosperity for these Paki-
stani villages. Thus, Dr. Hussain
reminded us, that change ulti-
mately beginswiththeindividual.

Program for Children, the Family and Health Regional Workshop
Front Row: Gloria Baez, Chicago’ Toledo Members: Ci-Ping Anderson-
Huang; Ginney Schlicher, Chairperson; Joan Searles.

Back Row: Elizabeth Balint; Greta Ullman; Doris Daneking; Louise Bankey;
Mary Helen Welch; Sharon Vass; Fran De Lamater, President Toledo
Chapter; and two guests Vicki and Marlene Lehman, Walbridge, Ohio
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Hsting Toledo Chapter. Far right: Fran Delamater, President Toledo

Chapter, Ginny Schicher, coordinator of the Toledo meeting

Attending members at Toledo meeting: Anita Yamada, Chicago guest from

Hungary: Shirani Stanislaus L.A.; Corrine Pearson, Minnesota

New Jersey

Unfortunately, the New Jer-
sey chapter of PPSEAWA will be
disbanding. The chapter presi-
dent, Libby Zinman Schwartz
writes* because most of our mem-
bers are still rearing children and
nurturing careers as well, it has
beendifficulttomaintain full par-
ticipation at meetings.

Wewill continueto participate
intheNew Y ork chapter meetings
and email one another of special
events.”

Bettie Laudauer-Menchik, member
at large, and Betty Landauer at the
Toledo meeting




Just to let You Know

New Jersey:

Medicine for the Soul : Doc-
tors Truong Thin and Le Hung
visited New Jersey recently to
share their unique combination of
Oriental and Western medical
practices. PPSEAWA member,
Libby Zinman Schwartz, spon-
sored the visit of the Vietnamese
doctorsto the area. The doctors
use music and other creative arts
as part of the treatment for drug
addiction and chronic pain. Le
Hung and Truong Thin demon-
stratetechniquesfor acupuncture,
massage, meditation, music and
art and are showing American
health care workers how they can
incorporate some of these prac-
tices, together with Western medi-
cal practices, into their work with
patientsin the US.

Chicago:

Chicago hosted Pam L ogan, au-
thor of the book “Among War-
riors,” who gave a lecture/slide
presentation on women in Tibet.
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Pam is a member of PPSEAWA-
LA and heads a group which is
restoring frescos in one of the
templesin Tibet. Thelecturewas
held jointly by the International
women’s Association of Chicago
and the local PPSEAWA chapter.

Royal Buscombe, chapter presi-
dent, enjoyedanextendedvisitfrom
her daughter Eve Buscombe — a
member of PPSEAWA-Australia.
While here, Eve attended the Chi-
cago chapter meeting.

Northern California:

We were greatly saddened to
hear that a long time PSEAWA
member Cisco Kihara, passed
away in June, 1999.

New York:

Onanother sad note, Fran Todd,
president of the NY chapter lost
her mother and best friend in late
December, 1999.

Toledo:
Featured in the Toledo Blade

recently was a story about Ella P.
Steward, aToledo pharmacist and
civil rights activist,who was a
PPSEAWA member. Mrs. Stew-
ard, who died in 1987 at age 94
spent more than half her lifein a
segregated society yet never re-
linquished her insistenceon equal -
ity between the races. She was
vice-chairperson of PPSEAWA'’s
American Committee and also
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president of the highly political
National Association of Colored
Women. She was selected as a
delegatetothelnternational Coun-
cil of Women of the World in
Greece, and, in 1954, theUS State
Department asked her to serve as
goodwill ambassador and to study
social conditions in Asia. She
travailed to India, Pakistan, Indo-
nesia, and the Philippines.

Toledo meeting attendees from the Chicago chapter: Gloria Baez; Teresa
Hintzke, President USA; Betty Lou Girardi, International President; Bimala
Prasad; Roval Buscombe, Chicago President; Ada Kolmodin
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